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Rear-end collisions are among the most common car accidents in New Jersey. Although many people
think these crashes only cause vehicle damage, even a low-speed rear-end accident can result in
painful injuries, expensive medical treatment, and lost time from work. One of the most frequently
asked questions after a crash is: ""What is the average settlement for a rear-end accident in
NJ?" Unfortunately, there is no universal settlement amount. Every case is unique, and
compensation depends on a variety of factors. Understanding what influences a settlement can help
you better evaluate your potential claim.

Why Rear-End Accident Settlements Vary

No two accidents are exactly alike. A settlement is typically based on the losses the injured person has
suffered as a result of the crash. Someone who experiences a few weeks of neck pain will likely have a
very different claim than someone who requires surgery or cannot return to work for several

months. Because of these differences, settlement amounts can vary significantly from one case to
another.

Factors That Affect a Rear-End Accident Settlement

Severity of InjuryThe extent of your injuries is often the most important factor in determining
settlement value. More serious injuries generally lead to higher compensation because they require
more extensive treatment and can have a greater impact on daily life. Common rear-end accident
injuries include:
Whiplash
Neck injuries
Back injuries
Herniated discs
Concussions
Shoulder injuries
e Soft tissue injuries
Medical ExpensesMedical costs are a major component of most injury claims. Compensation may
include reimbursement for:
¢ Emergency room treatment
Diagnostic testing
Doctor visits
Physical therapy
Prescription medications
Surgical procedures
Future medical care
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The more extensive your treatment, the greater the potential value of your claim. Lost WagesIf your
injuries prevent you from working, you may be entitled to recover lost income. This can include:

e Missed paychecks

* Lost overtime

* Lost bonuses

¢ Reduced future earning capacity
For individuals with serious injuries, lost earnings can substantially increase the value of a
settlement. Pain and SufferingA settlement may also compensate you for the physical pain and
emotional distress caused by the accident. While these damages are harder to calculate than medical
bills, they often represent a significant portion of an injury claim. Insurance CoverageEven if a claim
has substantial value, available insurance coverage can impact how much compensation is ultimately
recoverable. Identifying all applicable insurance policies is an important part of maximizing a claim.

What Should You Do After a Rear-End Accident?

Protecting your health and your claim starts immediately after the crash. Consider taking the
following steps:

Seek medical attention as soon as possible.

Follow all recommended treatment plans.

Keep copies of medical records and bills.

Document any missed work or lost income.

Preserve photographs and other evidence.

Speak with an experienced personal injury attorney before accepting a settlement offer.
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How Long Does a Rear-End Accident Case Take?

The timeline varies depending on the severity of injuries, the length of medical treatment, and
whether liability is disputed. While some claims may settle relatively quickly, others require
additional investigation and negotiation.In many situations, accepting a settlement too early can
result in compensation that does not fully account for future medical expenses or ongoing pain and
suffering.

Understanding the Value of Your Case

While many people search for the "average" rear-end accident settlement in New Jersey, the reality is
that the value of a claim depends on the specific facts surrounding the accident and the injuries
involved. Medical expenses, lost wages, pain and suffering, and insurance coverage all play important
roles in determining potential compensation.

Speak With a New Jersey Rear-End Accident Attorney

If you were injured in a rear-end collision, it is important to understand your legal rights before
accepting an insurance company settlement offer. An experienced personal injury attorney can
evaluate your case, explain your options, and help you pursue the compensation you may be entitled
to recover. Contact Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer, P.A. Personal Injury Team today to discuss your rear-
end accident claim and learn how we may be able to help.
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