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The national litigation against major social media companies continues to move forward, and one New Jersey 
school district is now front and center. In a recent order issued by Judge Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers, the 
Irvington Public School District was named one of six school districts selected to serve as a bellwether case in 
the Multidistrict Litigation (MDL) targeting platforms like Meta, TikTok, YouTube, and Snapchat.

What Is the Social Media MDL?

The lawsuit, known formally as In re: Social Media Adolescent Addiction/Personal Injury Products Liability 
Litigation (Case No. 4:22-md-03047), consolidates hundreds of actions brought by school districts, individuals, 
and other plaintiffs across the country. These lawsuits allege that social media platforms knowingly designed 
addictive algorithms that have harmed students’ mental health, placing unprecedented burdens on schools, 
educators, and public health systems.

Irvington’s Role as a Bellwether

The selection of Irvington Public Schools as a bellwether trial case means that its claims will be among the first
to proceed to trial — serving as a test case for how juries may react to the legal arguments, evidence, and 
damages claims. Bellwether trials are a key feature of MDL proceedings, offering a preview of likely outcomes 
that can shape settlement negotiations or future trial strategies.

For Irvington and other similarly situated districts, this development marks an important opportunity to spotlight 
the educational and mental health costs districts have been forced to absorb as a result of adolescent social 
media addiction.

Why This Matters for Other New Jersey Districts

With Irvington now taking a lead role, other districts in the state — including those we represent — should be 
encouraged. A successful bellwether outcome could provide powerful momentum for other plaintiffs and 
potentially set the stage for global resolution talks or structured settlements.

Next Steps

As the bellwether trials move forward, we will be watching closely for updates on pretrial motions, discovery 
rulings, and trial scheduling. Districts considering similar claims or seeking more information about the MDL’s 
implications should contact our team.

Have Questions?

If your school district is evaluating its options or wants to learn more about the social media litigation, our 
attorneys are available to assist. Contact Joshua Kincannon regarding possible legal representation. 
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